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(1) acknowledges that all people of the 

United States are the recipients of the 
wealth of history provided by Black culture; 

(2) recognizes the importance of Black His-
tory Month as an opportunity to reflect on 
the complex history of the United States, 
while remaining hopeful and confident about 
the path ahead; 

(3) acknowledges the significance of Black 
History Month as an important opportunity 
to commemorate the tremendous contribu-
tions of African Americans to the history of 
the United States; 

(4) encourages the celebration of Black 
History Month to provide a continuing op-
portunity for all people in the United States 
to learn from the past and understand the 
experiences that have shaped the United 
States; and 

(5) agrees that, while the United States 
began as a divided country, the United 
States must— 

(A) honor the contribution of all pioneers 
in the United States who have helped to en-
sure the legacy of the great United States; 
and 

(B) move forward with purpose, united tire-
lessly as a nation ‘‘indivisible, with liberty 
and justice for all.’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have 8 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, February 24, 2021, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing on a nomi-
nation. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, February 24, 2021, at 10:15 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, February 24, 
2021, at 10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
on a nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Indian Affairs is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, February 
24, 2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

The Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, February 24, 2021, at 2:30 
p.m., to conduct a hearing on a nomi-
nation. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-

sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 24, 2021, at 4 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, February 24, 2021, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing on a nomination. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, February 24, 2021, at 1 p.m., to 
conduct a closed hearing. 

f 

AUTHORIZING EXPENDITURES BY 
COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE 

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 6, S. Res. 70. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 70) authorizing ex-
penditures by committees of the Senate for 
the periods March 1, 2021 through September 
30, 2021, October 1, 2021 through September 
30, 2022, and October 1, 2022 through February 
28, 2023. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. SMITH. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to and 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 70) was agreed 
to. 

(The resolution is printed in the 
RECORD of February 23, 2021, under 
‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

SENATE SHARED EMPLOYEE ACT 

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 422, which was introduced 
earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 422) to allow Senators, Senators- 
elect, committees of the Senate, leadership 
offices, and other offices of the Senate to 
share employees, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Ms. SMITH. I further ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be read a third 
time and passed and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 422) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time and passed, as follows: 

S. 422 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Senate 
Shared Employee Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ALLOWING SENATORS, COMMITTEES, 

LEADERSHIP OFFICES, AND OTHER 
OFFICES OF THE SENATE TO SHARE 
EMPLOYEES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 114 of the Legis-
lative Branch Appropriation Act, 1978 (2 
U.S.C. 4576) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(a)’’ before ‘‘Notwith-
standing’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘position, each of’’ and all 
that follows through the period at the end 
and inserting the following: ‘‘qualifying posi-
tion if the aggregate gross pay from those 
positions does not exceed— 

‘‘(1) the maximum rate specified in section 
105(d)(2) of the Legislative Branch Appro-
priation Act, 1968 (2 U.S.C. 4575(d)(2)), as 
amended and modified; or 

‘‘(2) in a case where 1 or more of the indi-
vidual’s qualifying positions are positions 
described in subsection (d)(2)(B), the max-
imum rate specified in section 105(e)(3) of the 
Legislative Branch Appropriation Act, 1968 (2 
U.S.C. 4575(e)(3)), as amended and modified.’’; 
and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b)(1) For an individual serving in more 

than 1 qualifying position under subsection 
(a), the cost of any travel for official busi-
ness shall be paid by the office authorizing 
the travel. 

‘‘(2) Messages for each electronic mail ac-
count used in connection with carrying out 
the official duties of an individual serving in 
more than 1 qualifying position under sub-
section (a) may be delivered to and sent from 
a single handheld communications device 
provided to the individual for purposes of of-
ficial business. 

‘‘(3)(A) For purposes of the Ethics in Gov-
ernment Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.), the rate 
of basic pay for an individual serving in more 
than 1 qualifying position under subsection 
(a) shall be the total basic pay received by 
the individual from all such positions. 

‘‘(B) For an individual serving in more 
than one qualifying position under sub-
section (a), for purposes of the rights and ob-
ligations described in, or described in the 
provisions applied under, title II of the Con-
gressional Accountability Act of 1995 (2 
U.S.C. 1311 et seq.) related to practices used 
at a time when the individual is serving in 
such a qualifying position with an employing 
office, the rate of pay for the individual shall 
be the individual rate of pay received from 
the employing office. 

‘‘(c)(1) If the duties of a qualifying position 
under subsection (a) include information 
technology services and support, an indi-
vidual may only serve in the qualifying posi-
tion and 1 or more additional qualifying po-
sitions under such subsection if the indi-
vidual is in compliance with each informa-
tion technology standard and policy estab-
lished for Senate offices by the Office of the 
Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the 
Senate. 

‘‘(2) Notwithstanding subsection (a), an 
employee serving in a qualifying position in 
the Office of the Secretary of the Senate or 
the Office of the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper of the Senate may serve in an addi-
tional qualifying position only if— 

‘‘(A) the other qualifying position is with 
the other Office; or 

‘‘(B) the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration of the Senate has approved the ar-
rangement. 

‘‘(d) In this section, the term ‘qualifying 
position’ means a position that— 
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‘‘(1) is designated as a shared position for 

purposes of this section by the Senator or 
other head of the office in which the position 
is located; and 

‘‘(2) is one of the following: 
‘‘(A) A position— 
‘‘(i) that is in the office of a Senator; and 
‘‘(ii) the pay of which is disbursed by the 

Secretary of the Senate. 
‘‘(B) A position— 
‘‘(i) that is in any committee of the Senate 

(including a select or special committee) or 
a joint committee of Congress; and 

‘‘(ii) the pay of which is disbursed by the 
Secretary of the Senate out of an appropria-
tion under the heading ‘INQUIRIES AND INVES-
TIGATIONS’ or ‘JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE’, 
or a heading relating to a Joint Congres-
sional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies. 

‘‘(C) A position— 
‘‘(i) that is in another office (excluding the 

Office of the Vice President and the Office of 
the Chaplain of the Senate); and 

‘‘(ii) the pay of which is disbursed by the 
Secretary of the Senate out of an appropria-
tion under the heading ‘SALARIES, OFFICERS 
AND EMPLOYEES’. 

‘‘(D) A position— 
‘‘(i) that is filled pursuant to section 105 of 

the Second Supplemental Appropriations 
Act, 1978 (2 U.S.C. 6311); and 

‘‘(ii) the pay of which is disbursed by the 
Secretary of the Senate out of an appropria-
tion under the heading ‘MISCELLANEOUS 
ITEMS’.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect be-
ginning on the day that is 6 months after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

f 

RARE DISEASE DAY 

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
74, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 74) designating Feb-
ruary 28, 2021, as ‘‘Rare Disease Day’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. SMITH. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 74) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
75, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 75) celebrating Black 
History Month. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. SMITH. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 75) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 25, 2021 

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 11 a.m., Thursday, February 
25th; further, that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each; that at 12 
noon, the Senate proceed to executive 
session to resume consideration of the 
Granholm nomination; that there be up 
to 10 minutes for debate, equally di-
vided in the usual form; and that upon 
the use or yielding back of time, all 
postcloture time be considered expired 
and the Senate vote on confirmation of 
the nomination; that if the nomination 
is confirmed, the motion to reconsider 
be considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate and the President be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action; finally, 
notwithstanding rule XXII, the cloture 
vote on the Cardona nomination occur 
at 1:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that 
it stand adjourned under the previous 
order, following the remarks of Sen-
ators LANKFORD and PORTMAN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

f 

CORONAVIRUS 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, it is 
the end of February. Almost exactly a 
year ago, America was getting its first 
cases of COVID–19, and they were being 
reported in the media. We were learn-
ing about it but didn’t know much at 

that point. We knew it spread across 
China. We knew what was happening 
there. But in the weeks ahead and by 
the middle of March, just a few weeks 
from now, our country started going 
into lockdown. 

We experienced something we had 
never experienced as a country: a man-
datory shutdown across the entire 
country, followed by instructions to 
senior adults and people with 
comorbidities to stay in their homes 
and not get out. For millions of those 
senior adults, they asked the same 
question almost a year ago: When can 
I get out of my home? When can I see 
people? And the answer consistently 
was: Once there is a vaccine. When we 
get a vaccine in place, this will be bet-
ter. We don’t know how long that will 
take, but once we get a vaccine, we will 
be able to turn this around. 

Seniors heard that over and over and 
over and over again for the last 111⁄2 
months. And, now, thankfully, millions 
of seniors have been vaccinated. We 
have 42 million Americans that have 
gone through the full regimen. In my 
State, almost 20 percent of the adults 
in my State have already had their 
vaccine. We are one of the top States in 
the country, by percentage, getting 
vaccines out to individuals. Almost 
every person in every assisted-living 
nursing home, critical care facility, 
staff, and residents have been vac-
cinated. Almost every single senior 
adult in my State has been fully vac-
cinated, and we are into the second 
round now of teachers and those with 
comorbidities and other folks that has 
already begun. 

But interestingly enough, seniors are 
still asking the same question. I had 
my shot. I had my second shot. It has 
now been the 10 days past my second 
shot, but nothing is changed. 

A couple of weeks ago, I asked CDC a 
very simple question. It is the question 
that I am getting asked that I continue 
to ask CDC. When will instructions 
come out on what seniors need to do 
now? Can they get out? Can they hug 
their grandkids? Can they go to 
Walmart? Can guests come to assisted- 
living facilities? 

They were all together during Christ-
mas and Halloween and now Valen-
tine’s Day, and they are used to having 
kids come in and sing songs and people 
come to visit them. None of that hap-
pened last year, and now, they are ask-
ing a simple question: When will CDC 
give guidelines for what happens now? 
CDC currently has said over and over 
again: Wait. We are thinking about it. 
We are researching it. 

CDC needs to act on this. Seniors 
have been cooped up for a year. They 
were told months ago, ‘‘Once you get a 
vaccine, this will get better,’’ and they 
are now finding they had their vaccine 
and nothing is getting better. They 
need hope. They need to know the next 
step. 

So my simple challenge to CDC has 
been: Do for the seniors what you did 
for the schools. CDC put out extensive 
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